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1994
License No. SNM-724
UCAR Carbon Company, Inc.
ATTN: Mr. James R. McKnight

Manager of Operations
P. 0. Box 513
Columbia, TN 38402
Gentlemen:
SUBJECT: MANAGEMENT MEETING SUMMARY

This letter refers to the meeting held at our request on January 13, 1994. The
meeting concerned activities previously conducted at the former Union Carbide
Fuel Development Facility in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, under NRC License No.
SNM-724.

The matters discussed at the meeting included the scope and documentation of the
closeout surveys conducted at the facility in 1974 and criteria for unrestricted
release of facilities. A tour of areas formerly used under the NRC license was
also performed. The meeting was beneficial in that everyone gained a better
understanding of operations which were conducted at the facility, the current
status of those areas, and of questions which remain concerning the
decommissioning information available to us. Based on this meeting, we
understand that you will be developing a plan, to be submitted to the NRC and
the State of Tennessee, for characterization of the radiological status of the
facility.

A meeting summary and a list of attendees are enclosed.

In accordance with Section 2.790 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," Part 2, Title
10, Code of Federal Regulations, a copy of this letter and its enclosures will
be placed in the NRC Public Document Room.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact us.

Sincerely,

/---VI

J. Philip Stohr,
Director

Division of Radiation Safety and
Safeguards

Enclosures:

1. Meeting Summary
2. List of
Attendees

cc w/encls:

State of Tennessee
bcc w/encls: (See page
2)
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bcc w/encls:
C. Paperiello, NMSS
J. Austin, NMSS
T. Mo, NMSS
F. Combs, NMSS
D. M. Collins, RII
C. Hosey, RII
J. Ennis, RII
T. Decker, RII
G. Kuzo, RII
C. Evans, RII
R. Trojanowski, RII
R. Woodruff, RII
Document Control
Desk

bcc w/o encls:
License Fee Management
Branch



ENCLOSURE I

MEETING SUMMARY

On January 13, 1994, the attendees listed in Enclosure 2 met at the UCAR Carbon
Company facility, Lawrenceburg, TN, to discuss documentation of survey results
relating to the 1974 decommissioning of the former Union Carbide Fuel
Development Facility in Lawrenceburg, TN.

NRC and State of Tennessee representatives toured, with UCAR representatives,
the facilities that had been used for processing licensed material and discussed
actual activities conducted. For the most part, equipment used for processing
licensed material had been removed from the facilities. Generally, the only
remaining equipment was portions of the exhaust ventilation system. The
facilities were mostly unused; some areas were being used as support facilities
(e.g. shipping and staging areas) for fire brick production at other buildings
on the site.

NRC representatives discussed questions concerning the survey documentation,
including whether records reflected pre- or post- decontamination readings in
some cases, the absence of survey meter identification on some survey sheets,
the units associated with some readings, whether survey results indicated alpha
or beta/gamma levels, the assessment of possible contamination inside piping
runs which were below floor/ground level, the number of survey points for areas
listed with "high/average" readings, and the apparent absence of surveys of soil
within the former restricted area and surveys of sludge in the plant's settling
ponds that were used during licensed material processing.

The options contained in the NRC Branch Technical Position (BTP) entitled
"Disposal or Onsite Storage of Thorium or Uranium Wastes from Past Operations"
(Attachment 1) and the NRC's criteria for unrestricted release of facilities
were also discussed. A copy of the BTP was provided to UCAR representatives.

UCAR representatives agreed that, based on the records available, surveys did
not appear to have been conducted of soil within the former restricted area or
for the settling ponds and noted the NRC's questions concerning the surveys
conducted.

NRC representatives explained the process through which the open questions could
be resolved. The steps included: UCAR submits a plan to NRC Region II and the
State of Tennessee (the State) specifying the timetable and the methods by which
UCAR proposed to conduct surveys of the soil in the former restricted area and
of the settling ponds to determine the amount and type of radioactive material
in those areas and to resolve NRC and State questions concerning the previously
conducted surveys; following approval of the survey plan, to conduct surveys in
accordance with the approved plan; submit survey results to the NRC and the
State along with a proposal, including a schedule, for the decontamination of
the facility, if necessary; and, following NRC and State approval of the
decontamination plan, implementation of the decontamination plan and
certification to the NRC and the State that the facilities and grounds meet the
criteria for unrestricted release. It was also explained that the NRC would
conduct, during or following UCAR's surveys, independent sampling and/or
surveying to confirm UCAR's results. In addition, an NRC representative stated
that it is the NRC position that, if UCAR
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followed the outlined process and met NRC acceptance criteria, the facility
would be released by the NRC and this action would be final. A UCAR
representative requested that UCAR be provided a copy of this position. The
NRC representative agreed to provide the copy. (It is included as Attachment
2.)

UCAR representatives stated that they had a basic understanding of the issues
to be addressed and would attempt to obtain additional information on the
initial decommissioning surveys and begin preparation of a survey plan for
submittal to the NRC and the State. UCAR representatives stated that, because
of the potential costs, they would consult with corporate officials.

UCAR representatives asked if there was any federal or State financial
support available for the work. They were informed by NRC and State
representatives that there was none.

UCAR representatives questioned how a situation could develop where they had
documentation available from the NRC stating that their facility could be
released for unrestricted use, yet the NRC now finds that-there were problems
with the surveys. An NRC representative stated that, based on records
available today from NRC, State, and UCAR files, there was insufficient
documentation to show that the facility meets NRC release criteria. The NRC
representative stated that there may have been other information, such as
records of surveys of soil and/or pond sludge, available at the time the NRC
terminated the license. In addition, there may also have been information
available regarding the conduct of closeout surveys by Todd Research and
Technical Division (a division of Todd Shipyards) that is now unavailable.
The NRC representative stated that the NRC had attempted to locate additional
information and former Todd staff who performed the survey, but had been
unsuccessful. The NRC representative stated that the NRC would continue such
efforts.

Further actions agreed upon were:

1. The NRC and UCAR will continue to review records in an attempt to locate
individuals who might be able to provide further information on the
surveys.

2. The NRC, State, and UCAR will meet to review the records each has and
assure each organization's files are complete.

3. The NRC will document the meeting and provide UCAR and the State with a
copy of the NRC position on final release of formerly-licensed
facilities.

4. UCAR will develop a plan for characterization of the radiological status
of the facility, including reviews of survey records available and any
further surveys necessary, and provide the plan to the NRC and State.
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LIST OF ATTENDEES

UCAR Carbon Company, Inc.

J. McKnight, Manager of Operations
D. Erwin, Site Manager
M. Smith, Plant Engineer
G. Willey, Applied Technology
Engineer

Nuclear Regulatory Commission Region
II

D. Collins, Chief, Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards
Branch
T. Decker, Chief, Radiological Effluents and Chemistry
Section
G. Kuzo, Radiation Specialist
J. Ennis, Radiation Specialist

State of Tennessee, Division of Radiological
Health

J. Graves, Licensing Manager
D. Shults, Technical Services
Manager


