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Backgroun
d

The license was issued on January 8. 1957. and authorized any form of byproduct material with
atomic numbers 3-83 for various research and development activities. The two authorized places of
use included the main lab at 4555 Overlook Avenue. Washington. DC, and the Waldorf Annex
Facility on State Rte. 228, Southern Prince George's County, Maryland.

At the Waldorf Annex site. the licensee used H-3 targets, a 6- curie Cs-137 source and various small
calibration sources in an underground bunker housing a Kaman Neutron Generator. In
September-October 1981, the licensee conducted a cleanup and decommissioning of the bunker.
The NRC conducted a closeout survey of the facility on August 23. 1982. and found no residual
contamination (fixed or removable).

At the Overlook Avenue site, Buildings 89 and 100 were used in the 1957-1986 timeframe. Building
89 was used for metallurgical testing and laundering of contaminated clothing. Building 100 was an
outside area surrounding Building 89 in which 41 10-foot steel storage tubes were buried within a
concrete slab for radioactive material storage. In July- October 1985. the licensee decommissioned
both areas. In January 1986, the NRC conducted a closeout survey of the areas, including a buried



tank used for collecting laundry wastewater. Some contamination was identified which was
remediated by the
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Background
(cont'd)

licensee. Final surveys showed no residual contamination (fixed or removable) in the building or surrounding
soil.

In November 1987, the rem ainder of the facilities at the Overlook Avenue site were transferred to Navy
Permit No. 08-00173-ElNP under the Navy Master Material License (NMML) (License No. 45-23645-01NA). at
which time License No. 08-01393-02 was terminated as part of the overall transfer of Navy licenses to Navy
permits under the NMML.

Assessment

From its review, Oak Ridge determined that. in general, the Overlook Avenue site did not need further review
since it was transferred to a Navy permit under the NMML. However. it did recommend that the closeout
survey conducted by NRC for Buildings 89 and 100 on that site be reviewed to ensure that the current
guidelines have been met. In addition. it recommended that the Waldorf Annex site be given a cursory
review, to verify that the licensee's and NRC's closeout surveys were adequate for release. Region Il plans to
review these surveys to verify that the decommissioning efforts were adequate. Also, the file contains
information regarding wastes apparently buried in the 1950s or 1960s at three locations within the same
general area on the Overlook Avenue site. NRC records from the 1986 timeframe reference the burials, but
no other information was found that provided closure of the issue. Region Il plans to discuss this issue with
the Navy by November 30, 1998. After discussions with the Navy, Region Il will attempt to resolve the issue
by December 31, 1998.


