






REGIONII TERMINATED SITES LIST
SITE STATUS REPORT

October 22, 1997

Docket No. 040-03366 License No. C-04327
TUC-00628

Licensee Name: Fostoria Glass Company

      Site Name:
Site Address: Corner of First Street and Fostoria Avenue

City: Moundsville State: WV Zip: 26041

Regional Contact: Bryan A. Parker Phone: (404) 562-4728
Status Summary:

ORNL Final Score: 15
Background

License No. C-04327 was issued on October 2, 1958, for the possession of
850 pounds of uranium (depleted) in uranium compounds for use as a
coloring agent in glass products (tableware and artware). Amendment No.

1 to this license was issued on August 25, 1959 and authorized the
possession of 1700 pounds of uranium in uranium compounds for use as a
coloring agent in the manufacture of ornamental glassware containing not
more than 10% uranium.

In a letter dated October 18, 1960, the licensee stated that it had
discontinued the use of uranium compounds in July, 1960, and that it
currently possessed 328 pounds of depleted uranium. The licensee further
stated that it was not sure if it would use this material in the future.
but wanted to retain the license in the event it may need it. The

possession limit was reduced to 328 pounds in an amendment dated October
20, 1960.
License No. C-04327 expired on October 31, 1961, while the licensee
still possessed source material. The licensee applied for another
license, requesting authorization for possession only, and was issued

License No. SUC-00628 on July 19, 1962. This license authorized the
possession of 328 pounds of uranium for storage only. This storage only
license was renewed in July, 1965 and its expiration was extended to July 31,

1969, in a license issued on July 22. 1968.
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Background (cont'd)

The licensee requested termination of its license in a letter dated June
19, 1969. In this letter, the licensee stated that it had disposed of
all material (328 pounds) by burial as provided in 10 CFR 20.304.

In its original license application, the licensee described the
manufacturing process as including weighing out the licensed material in
appropriate batch sizes along with other glass components in a well
ventilated, hooded area, placing this material in a mixer, then a batch
wagon for transfer to the site where it would be placed in a glass pot
and melted into glass. The glass was then drawn by hand and formed into
glassware. The licensee stated that the glassware would contain from
0.25 to 2.0 percent depleted uranium oxide depending upon the type of
color which was produced. All waste product would be remelted for
further use or would be buried at the dump. The licensee also stated
that it had experience with normal uranium products before 1942 and
based upon this experience, it expected little uranium loss in any of
its operations.

On August 27, 1959, and AEC inspector conducted an inspection of the
licensee's operations. He noted that the weighing room was located in
the west end of the plant building and that the Ransome Dry mixer was
located in the basement almost directly below the weighing room. The
inspector also noted that the licensee was performing radiation surveys
with a CDV-700 survey meter borrowed from the Moundsville High School.
and that the records of these surveys showed that no external radiation
in excess of 1 mR/hr existed in any of the use and storage areas. The
licensee had received 900 pounds of licensed material since October.
1958 and had 225 pounds of licensed material on hand during the
inspection. A second inspection was performed in November, 1962, and the
inspector noted that no item of noncompliance was found.

The retired docket file contains no information describing a close-out
survey by either the licensee or AEC at the time of license termination.

Assessment

Fostoria Glass Company (FGC) was purchased by the Lancaster Colony
Corporation in 1983. and production at the facility ceased in 1986. The
facility was closed shortly after production ceased and an environmental
remediation survey of the facility was completed in 1995. Personnel involved
in this survey were apparently unaware of the use of radioactive materials at
this site and did not perform any radiological surveys. Personnel performing
this survey reported that they did not find any evidence of a burial site on
the premises.
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Assessment (cont'd)

On August 14, 1996. a RII inspector performed a scoping survey at the site.
The inspector found that the entire facility, including the building
designated as the Batch Plant, where depleted uranium was used and stored,
was difficult to survey because of the current facility conditions. However,
the inspector did identify areas of fixed contamination in and around the
Weigh Room on the second floor, in the southwest corner of the Batch Plant,
that exceeded the NRC criteria for release of the facility for unrestricted
use. The inspector concluded that a more comprehensive survey of the facility
would be required to properly characterize the site and determine if any
other areas within the facility were contaminated above the release criteria.

The inspector attempted to determine the location of the "dump" referenced in
documents contained in the retired docket file where the former licensee
disposed of 328 pounds of depleted uranium. The inspector did not find any
physical evidence of a dump at the facility site. The inspector obtained a
sample from each of the three ground water monitoring wells at the facility.
A preliminary analysis of the samples indicated that the types and amount of
radioactive material present in the ground water are from naturally occurring
materials typically present in ground water.

In discussions with employees of the West Virginia Division of Environmental
Protection, the inspector determined that it was possible that the "dump"
referenced in the retired docket file was the Moundsville municipal dump
known as the Angel Flats Dump. The inspector visited the Angel Flats site and
found evidence that FGC had disposed of waste glass at the site, but could
not determine if the depleted uranium had been buried at the site.

The inspectors findings were forwarded to Lancaster Colony Corporation in
Inspection Report No. SUC-00628/96-01 on October 10, 1996. The cover letter
to this report included a request that Lancaster Colony notify RII of the
actions it will take to decontaminate and decommission the former FGC site so
that it meets the release criteria.. In discussions with a Lancaster Colony
representative, the inspector was informed that Lancaster Colony may not
accept responsibility for the site and that its ownership of the site is
questionable. Lancaster Colony will address this issue in their response to
the report.
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Assessment (cont'd)

In a letter dated November 8, 1996, Lancaster Colony's legal representatives
provided information that supported their position that Lancaster Colony
transferred possession of the site to the State of West Virginia. A copy of a
Consent Order issued in the Circuit Court of Marshall County, West Virginia
on May 10, 1995, was included with the letter. Based on the contents of this
order, it appears that West Virginia is solely responsible for the site. RII
will meet with representatives of West Virginia to determine if the state
representatives agree they are responsible for the site. RII will then
proceed to determine what further actions are necessary to clarify the
radiological status of the facility.

A TAR was sent to DWM on April 21. 1997, requesting a decision to either (1)
hire a contractor to perform more remediation. or (2) accept a dose
assessment that no further remediation is required. The TAR due date was June
23, 1997.

The TAR was misplaced/lost in DWM for some period due to technical problems
with e-mail, etc. DWM relocated the request and responded to the burial
portion of the TAR: however, they did not respond to the indoor portion
(fixed contamination). DWM requested additional information from Region II
regarding the indoor aspects of the issue. Region II is currently gathering
the requested information and will forward it to DWM to enable them to
complete their review. Region II is planning to conduct additional surveys to
better characterize the nature of the contamination within the old Fostoria
building.






