Novenber 8, 1996

MEMORANDUM TO: Donal d A. Cool, Director
Di vision of Industrial and Medical Nuclear Safety
O fice of Nuclear Material Safety and Saf eguards

FROM Bruce S. Mallett, Director (original signed by DM Col | ins)
Di vi sion of Nuclear Materials Safety
SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT OF REA ON Il REVI EW OF OAK RI DGE NATI ONAL

LABORATORY (ORNL) LI ST OF POTENTI ALLY CONTAM NATED SI TES

The quarterly status reports for those Region Il sites contained on the ORNL
list of fornerly licensed sites identified as potentially contam nated are
contained in Attachments 1 through 4. The status reports for those sites with
an ORNL final score greater than 300 which remain open are in Attachment 1
and those with a score from5 to 300 which Region Il has reviewed and remain
open are listed in Attachment 2. The status reports for those sites which are
recomrended for deletion are listed in Attachnent 3. The seal ed source files
whi ch have been reviewed and are recommended for deletion are listed in
Attachment 4. The information required for the Monthly Information Status
Report is in Attachment 5. A tabular summary of all files assigned to Region
Il is in Attachnment 6.

If you have any questions regarding these reports or our evaluations, please
contact M. Jay L. Henson of ny staff at (404) 331-0344.

Attachments: (1) Reports for sites >300 (remain open)

(2) Reports for sites <300 (remai n open)

(3) Reports for sites <300 (recommend del eti on)
(4) Seal ed Sources (recomrend del etion)

(5) Monthly Information Status Report

(6) Tabular summary for all Region Il sites
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION II
101 MARIETTA STREET, N.W., SUITE 2900
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30323-0199

November 8, 1996

MEMORANDUM TO: Donald A. Cool. Director
Division of Industrial and Medical
Nuclear Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards ¢

FROM: Bruce S. Mallett, Director 53”4153427”*"

Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT OF REGION II REVIEW OF OAK RIDGE NATIONAL
LABORATORY (ORNL) LIST OF POTENTIALLY CONTAMINATED SITES

The quarterly status reports for those Region II sites contained on the ORNL
list of formerly licensed sites identified as potentially contaminated are
contained in Attachments 1 through 4. The status reports for those sites with
an ORNL final score greater than 300 which remain open are in Attachment 1 and
those with a score from 5 to 300 which Region II has reviewed and remain open
are listed in Attachment 2. The status reports for those sites which are
recommended for deletion are listed in Attachment 3. The sealed source files
which have been reviewed and are recommended for deletion are listed in
Attachment 4. The information required for the Monthly Information Status
Report is in Attachment 5. A tabular summary of all files assigned to

Region II is in Attachment 6.

If you have any questions regarding these reports or our evaluations, please
contact Mr. Jay L. Henson of my staff at (404) 331-0344.

Attachments: (1) Reports for sites >300 (remain open)
(2) Reports for sites <300 (remain open)
(3) Reports for sites <300 (recommend deletion)
(4) Sealed Sources (recommend deletion)
(5) Monthly Information Status Report
(6) Tabutar summary for all Region II sites



PonE

STATUS REPORTS FCOR SI TES REVI EWMED W TH SCORES <300
(REMAI N | N OPEN STATUS)

SUB- 00081 Hormer Laughlin China Co.
16-00380-03 Arnmy Medical Research Center
STB- 00058 Du Pont

C- 04327 Fostoria G ass Conpany

SUC- 00628

45-10085- 03Roanoke Col | ege



REG ON || TERM NATED SI TES LI ST
SI TE STATUS REPORT

OCTOBER 23, 1996
Docket No. 040-01957 Li cense No. SUB-00081

Li censee Nane: Honmer Laughlin China Conpany

Site Name: Honer Laughlin China Conpany

Site Address:

City: Newell State: W Zi p: 26050-1299
Regi onal Contact: Jay L. Henson Phone: (404) 331-0344

Status Sunmary:

ORNL Final Score: 115

Backgro d

In February, 1959, the Honer Laughlin China Conpany was issued Source Material

Li cense No. C-4475. This license authorized possession of 100,000 pounds of source
material for use in manufacturing gl azed ceram c tabl eware (glaze to contain not
nore than 20% urani um .

In February, 1961, this license was renewed and the |icense nunber was changed to
SUB- 00081.

Records indicate that licensed activities were perfornmed in Plant No. 4 and
materials were stored in a vault adjacent to the dispensary at Plant No. 8. Records
also indicate that the rinse water fromwashing equi pnent used to transport urani um
gl aze entered the city sewer systemand in sonme cases was washed into a stormdrain
that enptied directly into the Chio River. Inspection records indicate that these
effluents were estinmated to be approximately 40% of the regulatory limts.

In a letter dated February 28, 1972 Honer Laughlin China (HLC) requested term nation
of their license and stated that all remaining |licensed materials had been returned
to their supplier. On March 29, 1972, the AEC term nated the |icense.



REG ON 11 TERM NATED SI TES
LI ST
SI TE STATUS REPORT

OCTOBER 23, 1996

Homer Laughlin Chi na Conpany Li cense No. SUB-00081
Newel |, W/ Docket No. 040-01957

I n August, 1994, the forner |licensee discovered that it possessed
approxi mately 500 pounds of wuranium oxide (U308). Subsequent to this
di scovery, the licensee hired a contractor to survey areas where
licensed materials were used and stored. Several areas of significant
contam nati on were discovered during this characterization survey.
HLC sent the results of this survey to Region Il on Septenber 28,
1994.

On Novenber 4, 1994, Region Il issued a Confirmatory Action Letter
(CAL) to HLC to ensure that the urani um oxi de was properly stored
and secured and that adequate control neasures were inplenented to
protect personnel fromthe contamnmi nation discovered in the
facility. on Novenber 17, 1994, a Region Il inspector visited the
site to determne if HLC had inpl enmented adequate protective
measures. HLC had secured the material and the contam nation

areas as required s by the CAL.

On January 5, 1994 HLC submitted their decomm ssioning plan for

94

the facility. on January 9, 19-90, Region Il forwarded comments on
the plan to HLC. HLC subnmitted a revised plan on January 10 and

Region Il approved the plan on January 12. ].S)S)ES

HLC and its decommi ssi oning contractor began deconm ssioning effort
after approval of the plan. The contractor has conpleted the
decontam nation of the nmpjority of the facility and is currently

wor ki ng to conpl ete decontam nation of sone equipnment. HLC and its
contractor are having sonme difficulty in finding an acceptabl e nmeans
to di spose of the waste and bulk material.

Assessnent
Region Il will continue to nonitor HLC s progress in decomr ssioning this
facility. A confirmatory survey will be schedul ed upon completion of HLC s

deconmi ssioning effort and review of their final survey report.

HLC s efforts to decontam nate/ deconm ssion their facility continues. Mst
of the building surfaces have been decontan nated, but sone contam nated
equi prent remains to be renoved and either decontam nated or di sposed as
radi oacti ve waste. Region Il has visited the site on two occasions to
survey floor areas in sone currently operational areas which HLC needed to
have rel eased for operational safety reasons. Based upon the Region |
surveys, these floor surfaces were determned to not neet the free rel ease
criteria and were not approved for release for unrestricted use. HLC and



their contractor, Applied Health Physics, are evaluating the conditions
which resulted in these areas not neeting the release criteria. Region I
will continue to nonitor HLC s decomm ssioning effort.



REG ON 11 TERM NATED SI TES LI ST
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OCTOBER 23, 1996

Homer Laughlin Chi na Conpany Li cense No. SUB-00081
Newel |, W/ Docket No. 040-01957
Assessnent

In a letter dated August 1, 1995, HLC stated that they had conpleted their
decont am nati on and deconmm ssioning efforts, but had sone areas which could
not be remedi ated to the current criteria for release for unrestricted use.
HLC encl osed a risk analysis report with the letter with a request that the
NRC review the report for the purpose of approving a variance on rel ease of
speci fied equi pnment and areas fromthe current release criteria. Region |
has conpleted a prelimnary review of the docunments submtted by HLC and
requested some additional information before a final review is conpleted.
once this additional information is received, the request will be forwarded
to NMSS via a TAR for review and approval .

The HLC request was forwarded for reviewin a TAR on Novenber 1, 1995. DLWM
personnel expect to reply to the TAR by February 16, 1996. From a
prelimnary review, DLWM expects to have additional questions for HLC to
answer before a final decision is rendered.

Region Il personnel performed a survey of sone floor areas within the HLC
facility in Decenber, 1995. The licensee had requested a rel ease survey of
sone floor areas in a busy area of the facility so that the floors could be
repaired. The |icensee was concerned about personnel injuring thenselves
when trying to wal k over these floor areas. As a result of this survey,

t hese areas were declared suitable for release for unrestricted use and the
licensee initiated repairs to the floors.

NMSS responded to the TARin a letter dated March 22, 1996. In the TAR
response, NMSS requested that HLC respond to fifteen comments before a
decision is made regardi ng the approval of alternate unrestricted use
limts for surface contam nation. Region Il forwarded the comments to HLC
in aletter dated April 5, 1996. In a phone call on May 13, 1996, the HLC
contractor reported that he is working on a response to the comments and
shoul d conplete the response by June, 1996.

HLC was contacted on August 6, 1996, to determ ne the status on its
response to the April 5, 1996 letter. Due to financial concerns, HLC has
not conpleted their response. Rl staff have schedul ed an i nspection for
August 13, to review the status of the facility and the deconm ssioning
effort.

RI1 staff conducted an inspection at HLC on August 13, 1996. HLC had not
performed any further decomm ssioning pending resolution of its request
for alternate release criteria. HLC intends to respond to the Rl Apri
letter regarding this request by Novenber, 1996.



